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Prelude 

 

 
Welcome & Announcements 

 

 

We stand. 

Opening Hymn      “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word” 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Confession & Absolution 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you 

the forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Hymn of Praise  “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word” 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Risen and ascended Lord, You now pray for us at the throne of 

the Father. Keep all those whom You love in Your name, O Lord, 

that they may be one even as You and the Father are one; for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

We sit. 

 

 

First Reading           Acts 1:12-26 
 Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. And when they had 

entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and 

John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 

James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 
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All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with 

the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons 

was in all about 120) and said, “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, 

which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning 

Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. For he was numbered 

among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” (Now this man bought a 

field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in 

the middle and all his bowels gushed out. And it became known to all the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language 

Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 

 and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 

“‘Let another take his office.’ 

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord 

Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the 

day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a 

witness to his resurrection.” And they put forward two, Joseph called 

Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed and 

said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two 

you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which 

Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the 

lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Second Reading         1 John 5:9-15 
 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this 

is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. Whoever 

believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not 

believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony 

that God has borne concerning his Son. And this is the testimony, that God 

gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; 

whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that 
you may know that you have eternal life. And this is the confidence that we 

have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. And 

if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the 

requests that we have asked of him. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

We stand. 
Alleluia & Verse 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel       John 17:11b-19 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 17th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
 [Jesus said:] “Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given 

me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While I was with them, I kept 

them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not 

one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture 

might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the 

world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them 

your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, 

just as I am not of the world. I do not ask that you take them out of the world, 

but that you keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I 

am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent 

me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sake I 

consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

We sit. 
 

 

Hymn of the Day      “In Holy Conversation” 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222 

 

 

Sermon         “The Shortest Distance”       Pastor Michael Geml 

 

 

We stand. 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
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     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

   And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

   whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord eternal, and blessed be Your name. In 

Your great love, You sent Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

the promised Savior, whose power was shown in humble love and 

whose life of service fulfilled Your will and completed the work 

of our salvation. With thankfulness, we receive the blessings He 

has obtained for us. Gather into one, we pray You, all Your 

people who now join at Your Table. Bless and nourish us, so that 

all who partake of Christ’s holy body and blood be strengthened 

to serve You and our neighbor, as You would have us do. To You, 

O God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—be all honor and glory in 

Your Holy Church, forever and ever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Words of Institution 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C and also with you. 

We sit. 
 

 

Distribution 
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We stand. 
Post-Communion Collect 

 

 

Benediction 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Hymn        “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” 
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Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222 

 

 
Postlude 


